
What’s the challenge? 

2.6M 
homes in Scotland will need
some form of retrofit by 2045

Schools, colleges and
universities’ role in heat
decarbonisation 
By 2045, we need to have significantly reduced the
carbon emissions that come from our buildings to meet
Scotland’s net zero carbon goal. 
 
Scotland’s schools and colleges have a critical role to
play in making sure we have the skills and workforce to
meet this target.  

200K
low carbon heating systems
need to be installed each year –
double the current boiler
replacement rate

22.5K 
more workers need to join the
workforce by 2028 to create
lasting change

136K
jobs in decarbonising buildings
could be created over ten years

Up to 12.7K
upskilled plumbers and heat
pump installers 

Up to 5K
thermal insulation installers  

What does the future hold? 

Meeting these goals means building career pathways
into industry, supported by a skills and training
ecosystem with our schools, colleges, and
universities at its core.  

To create a thriving and high-performing construction
sector in Scotland, the Construction Leadership
Forum has launched the Construction Accord to
improve outcomes for industry and public sector,
including support and access to training. 
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c.5K
construction-related Modern
Apprenticeships started in
Scotland in 2023 [4]

These roles include: 

Scan to find out more:

Up to 4.6K
retrofit coordinators [8]

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2021/07/developing-net-zero-technical-solutions-for-scotlands-future-mass-retrofit-housing-programme/documents/zest-proposal-paper/zest-proposal-paper/govscot%3Adocument/Structured%2BRetrofit%2BSolution%2BProgramme%2Bpaper%2Bfor%2BZEST%2BTechnical%2Bgroup%2B03082021.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/heat-buildings-strategy-achieving-net-zero-emissions-scotlands-buildings
https://www.citb.co.uk/media/mvvnk3hv/building_skills_net_zero_scotland_summary.pdf
https://stuc.org.uk/files/Policy/STUC_Green_Jobs.pdf
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/49833/ssa-construction.pdf
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/49833/ssa-construction.pdf
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/49981/modern-apprenticeship-statistics-quarter-3-2022-23.pdf
https://www.citb.co.uk/media/mvvnk3hv/building_skills_net_zero_scotland_summary.pdf

