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6 months training

What’s the challenge? 

2.6M 
homes in Scotland will need
some form of retrofit by 2045

The value of investing
in low carbon
construction skills 
By 2045, buildings in Scotland must be producing
significantly less carbon emissions if we are to meet our
net zero carbon targets.  

Investing in training and accreditations now will be key
to developing a future workforce and supply chain
capable of meeting this goal. 

24K
estimated workers currently in
energy efficiency and low
carbon heat 

300
construction companies in
Scotland have reported 
skill-shortages

22.5K
more workers need to join the
workforce by 2028 to create
lasting change

35%
of skilled trades occupations in
Scotland are in need of
upskilling 

Re

tro
fit coordinator

150 hours training

What needs to change? 

The Scottish Government’s Heat in
Buildings Strategy sets out a vision for the
future of heat in buildings, the building
sector and energy efficiency.

Local authorities need to
communicate and collaborate to
support the skills supply chain and
meet Scotland’s net zero targets.  
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Scan to find
 out more:

Upskilling workers and training apprentices requires capacity,
resources and time: 

Currently, 17 higher and further education institutions offer
relevant courses. But there remains a need for specialist heat
network training centres to deliver training at scale. [7]
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heating installation
 

4 years training [6]
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4 years training 

Time is running out

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2021/07/developing-net-zero-technical-solutions-for-scotlands-future-mass-retrofit-housing-programme/documents/zest-proposal-paper/zest-proposal-paper/govscot%3Adocument/Structured%2BRetrofit%2BSolution%2BProgramme%2Bpaper%2Bfor%2BZEST%2BTechnical%2Bgroup%2B03082021.pdf
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/environmentalaccounts/bulletins/finalestimates/2020
https://www.citb.co.uk/media/mvvnk3hv/building_skills_net_zero_scotland_summary.pdf
https://www.citb.co.uk/media/mvvnk3hv/building_skills_net_zero_scotland_summary.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-employer-skills-survey-2020-2/
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Heat-Network-Skills-Analysis-for-Scotland.pdf
https://www.climatexchange.org.uk/media/5361/cxc-clean-heat-and-energy-efficiency-workforce-assessment-april-2022.pdf

